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Donaldson Air Force Base was reopened in September, 1950. On the 21st of September, 
Colonel Louis M. Merriclc assumed command of the base and of the 4418th Base Complement 
Squadron. Shortly, the base began to fill up with men of the 433rd Troop Carrier Wing recently 



activated in Cleveland, Ohio.  

By November, all key Base Complement personnel had reported for duty and the 4418th was 
in business. Later the 433rd absorbed the 4418th and assumed its duties. The continual 
increase in personnel made it necessary to put additional Base facilities into operation. 
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